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WHERE IT ALL BEGAN . . 

THE LAW WAS PASSED . . . 
The Sixty-third General Assembly passed House Fie 1339 which established the 

Iowa American Revolution Bicentennial Commission. Its main charge was to develop 
state goals, encourage community projects, and prepare programs for com- 
memorating the American Revolution throughout Iowa. 

The law gave to the Commission a very broad role to plan, encourage, develop and 
coordinate activities and projects that made all citizens conscious of the 200th anni- 
versary of the boldest step man has ever taken toward basic freedoms. 

The Iowa American Revolution Bicentennial Commission was to promote those 
activities, projects and events which comme~rated the historic occasion that 
founded our great nation. And, beyond all question, this mission was accomplished. 

THE BICENTENNIAL BEGINNING . . 

The People - 
-The Iowa American Revolution Bicentennial Commission was structured to represent the 

citizens of this state. Some of the members were appointed by the Governor, others were estab- 
lished by law, and others named by the leaders of the Iowa Legislature. Put together, the Com- 
mission consisted of a cross-section of Iowans who for six years would plan an appropriate 
celebration of the U.S. American Revolution Bicentennial. 

The Staff - 
-It took a crew of dedicated workers to implement the program and the policies set by the 

Iowa Commission. Especially important was the contact at the grass-roots level, with the citizens 
across the state. This required coordination, a field staff, and a director of operations. This was 
done. At its peak, more than a year before the Bicentennial events, there were seven state staff 
workers. 

The Program - 
-There was no roadrnap, no master plan or no precedent to be used by the Iowa Commission 

in commemorating the U.S. American Revolution Bicentennial of July 4,1976. Policies, programs 
and all had to be developed, evaluated, and adopted. There was a celebration in Iowa in 1876, the 
Commission members learned. But, in general, they had to plow a new furrow. And they did. 






































































